Esther R. Gorton
September 5, 1931 - January 2, 2019

Esther R. Gorton passed away peacefully in the company of her two daughters and oldest
granddaughter on Wednesday, January 2, 2019, at Heritage Assisted Living Facility where
she resided for 8 years. She was born on September 5, 1931 in the Town of Otter Creek
to Harry and Wally Kumferman. Esther married Marvin I. Gorton on December 31, 1947 in
Stillwater, MN and resided in Eau Claire during their 65 years together
Esther was baptized as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses on February 5, 1956 and remained a
faithful servant of Jehovah and member of the local congregation right up until her death.
She enjoyed sharing her faith and hope for the future with many she came in contact with.
In her younger years, Esther worked as a nurse’s aide at the Eau Claire County Nursing
Home. She also worked as a housekeeper for several families in the area where she
formed close bonds with all members of the family, including children and pets. Following
retirement, she continued to keep in touch with and follow the lives of these individuals
that were so much a part of hers. In the summertime, she rode shot-gun and patiently
smiled and waved through miles and miles of antique car parades in support of her
husband’s pastime. Those close to her recall her warm heart, intelligence, wit, and sense
of humor. People often came to her for advice because of it. She was a talented writer of
short stories and poetry and could spin a yarn at the drop of a hat.
Esther is survived by her children, Connie (Rick) Gorud and Barbara (Gary)
Christopherson; grandchildren, Brian (Sharon) Roberge, Rick (Chris) Robergelund, Laura
Christopherson, Bethany Hagen, and Erik Christopherson; 10 great-grandchildren; and
several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Marvin; parents; two infant brothers;
brothers, Hank and Harry; sisters, Betty and Evelyn; and grandson, Ryan.
Funeral Services will be held at Noon on Saturday, January 12, 2019, at LenmarkGomsrud-Linn Funeral Home, 814 First Ave. in Eau Claire, with Jason Sutherland
officiating. Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service at the funeral home. Burial

will be in Forest Hill Cemetery in Eau Claire.
The family wishes to thank Heritage Assisted Living Facility and St. Croix Hospice Center
for their compassion and support through this difficult time.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn Funeral & Cremation - January 11 at 12:39 PM

“

I remember most of how all how funny she was, I remember when I was young that
this was how I wanted to be when I was older: silly, irreverent but still so sweet and
thoughtful. When we would leave from a visit, I remember her eyes would well up
slightly with tears and in that moment I felt so loved.

Rik Robergelund - January 11 at 11:20 AM

“

17 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn Funeral & Cremation - January 11 at 11:14 AM

“

When my grandfather, Esther's and my mom's father, Harry Kumferman, was
diagnosed with terminal cancer, I was devastated, and I lived 217 miles away in
Beloit, WI. Esther and Barb were quick to invite me to come and stay with them so I
could spend more time with Grandpa before he passed away. So became my new
life in Eau Claire. Barb and I were a few months apart in age, so we had a lot in
common. As the oldest of 4 in my family, it seemed as though I was pretty much on
my own most of the time. If I had an issue, I usually ended up dealing with it myself. I
could never talk to Dad, and Ma had so much on her plate already, with working
@the DQ, the house, cooking, etc, and then the 3 other kids, I did not want to bother
her. Esther was so good for me! She could speak to me with mature spiritual
common sense. Dealing with both Barb and me, things she said usually applied to
both of us. I never felt singled out or like I was under attack. Esther always had
spiritual maturity and could straighten me out without making me feel put down. What
I really appreciated about Esther is that she was truly a spiritual person and she
helped me to become one too. She always looked for the positives in me. I have

never met another person like her. Aunt Esther was certainly hospitable, letting Ed
and I live with her before moving to St. Paul in 1974. So generous, so kind, so
hospitable, and so loving to all. I feel privileged to have known her.
With much love and fond memories,
Terri Davis

Terri Davis - January 10 at 06:53 PM

“

With love and remembrance... purchased the Glorious Grace Bouquet for the family
of Esther R. Gorton.

With love and remembrance... - January 09 at 12:45 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of Esther's family, including Karen. Esther was like a
mom to Karen and best friend. Know that even though I can't be there in person, I
am with you all in spirit. Hugs and Love Judy (Gorton) Gray and family

Judy Gray - January 08 at 09:29 AM

“

Memories of nana:
Nighttime routine: eating sliced apples and cheese and rubbing each other's feet.
Bedtime routine: scratching each other's backs and then writing secret messages we
would have to guess
Favorite thing to do: take a drive and look at cool older houses
By: Laura Christopherson

Laura Christopherson - January 08 at 01:46 AM

